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npon this great subject, I never heard the slightest attempt
made by any member of the Government to show that the
Anglo-Turkish Convention could possibly be reconciled with
the Treaty of Paris. So that, I believe, I speak with the
active assent of all Liberals, and with the passive and tacit
acquiescence of all Conservatives, in saying that the Anglo-
Turkish Convention, insane in its folly, is likewise guilty
in its character of an offence, against the public law of Europe.
If that is so, pray recollect what that public law of Europe is.
Pray recollect Unit the hopes of mankind for the future depend
mainly npon its extension, its consolidation, and upon the
mreful and faithful respect paid to it by every member of the

family of Christendom.
There is no duty so sacred, incumbent upon any Govern-

in its foreign policy, as that careful and strict regard to
public }aWp if T llse(i weafe words or equivocal words when en-
deavouring to drive home the charge of a breach of public law,
in proportion a,s any words were faltering and feeble I should
bo a traitor in my duties to you. My duty is to bring out
the truth. If my words are strong, let those who complain of
them show by argument that they are not deserved; but if
those who are now Ministers of the Crown are in reality what
we calhid the Empm'or Nicholas, justly called him, in 1854,
wanton disturbers, by taking into their own private and single
hands the authority which is the authority of the united mass
of civilised mankind, then there are no words too clear and no
words too .strong to bring home these facts to your minds, and
to iiwku you sensible individually of the vast responsibility
you incur if you ohooso to contribute so much as one grain or
one tittle to the continuance of such a state of things. There*
foro 1 return to tho words with which I began, that 'by
their use of tho treaty-making and war-making powers of tho
Crown, they have abridged the just rights of Parliament,
and have presented prerogative to the nation under an uncon-
stitutional a&yect, which tends to make it insecure/ To save